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deadline for Receipt of applications:

	12:00 noon            friday, May 21 , 2010


2010-2011 AIKEN COUNTY Grant In Aid through
STATE 2% ACCOMMODATIONS TAX
(Projects must take place between July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011)
A total of $10,000 is available for disbursement under this grant.  These funds are for the purpose of promoting tourism in Aiken County.  A “tourist” is someone traveling at least 50 miles outside their local community to attend an event or attraction. 
Advertisements / Promotion must be placed at least 50 miles outside of Aiken County, SC.
THIS GRANT HAS BEEN CHANGED TO A REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM, THEREFORE NO FUNDING WILL BE DISTRIBUTED UNTIL AFTER A REPORT HAS BEEN RECEIVED, WHICH MUST BE WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER YOUR EVENT.
Provide the original application and 12 copies to:
Aiken County VISITOR CENTER
Attn: Robbie Bellamy
113 Laurens Street, suite 107
Aiken, South Carolina 29801

If delivered in person:
the holley building
113 Laurens Street, suite 107
Aiken, SC 29801
10:00 am – 5:00 pm (M-F)
(803) 642-755
Full Legal Name of Applicant Organization 

organization name

_________________________________________________
Federal ID NumBER 

_________________________________________________
Contact Person

_________________________________________________
Position in Organization
_________________________________________________
Postal Address
             __________________________________________________




_________________________________________________
Physical Address

_________________________________________________




_________________________________________________
Telephone Number

_________________________________________________
Fax Number

             __________________________________________________
E-mail



_________________________________________________
Amount  Requested          
_________________________________________________
AMOUNT FUNDED LAST YEAR        ________________________________________________
Legal Status of Applicant Organization ______________________________________
(i.e. trust, incorporated society, government agency, etc.) 





                                                     






1. Please provide the means in which you plan to get the word out to potential visitors of your event or attraction. ADVERTISING must take place outside a 50 mile radius of Aiken County, SC.  It must include the following:

· Where you will advertise?     (Ex: region, city, state, websites)

Name and type of publication(s) the ad will appear. 
· (Ex: Southern Living/Magazine, Festival News/Newspaper)
· When will the advertisement take place? (Dates of publication)
· If you are applying for brochure printing, where will the brochure be distributed and when? (If you plan to place them in the SC Welcome Centers, there is a strict procedure to do so. Please contact Joyce Freeman at the North Augusta I-20 Center at 803-279-6756)

2.
Please provide the number of visitors that the event or tourist facility currently attracts or, if new, is expected to attract on an annual basis. Include your method of tracking visitors. 

3.
Did this event take place last year?  

4.
If funded last year (FY July ‘09- June ‘10), did you provide a post event report on 
time? 
(Within 60 days of your event / project completion is “on time.”)

The following organizations are responsible for the above report:

· Olde Towne Preservation Association

· Sons of Confederate Veterans

5.
Name other sources of funding that your organization has secured or is attempting to secure.  This includes city, municipality, local and in-kind donations or funding.  List each with amount.  Please list the City of Aiken & North Augusta Accommodations Tax Funds that will be used also for this event/ project. This also includes Heritage Corridor grants, SCPRT or TPF grants from South Carolina Parks, Recreation and Tourism. It includes any and all other sources of funds, regardless of where or what state, city, county or agency you are obtaining them from.
6.
For all printed material (i.e., BROCHURES), you must supply two competitive bids and a mock up of the material.  You must include in your publication, "Funding Assistance provided by Aiken County through Accommodations Tax Funds".

· Provide information about the marketing budget.  Additional paper may be used.

· Round expenses to the nearest dollar.

· Provide a line-by-line narrative explanation for expenditures (how you plan to spend the funds you are applying for) that may require further detail on a separate, attached page.  

· If awarded, you are required to provide an Accountability Report.  This report is due within 60 days of the project completion, or at the time of the next grant cycle deadline, whichever is sooner.
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Note: Matching cash funds DO NOT include current employee salaries, donated, in-kind or volunteer services.  

EXPLANATION OF BUDGET FORM:  

Other Conditions of Grant Recipients:
1.
The project MUST be held as a not-for-profit event.  Any money made from this event must be to benefit a community within the limits of Aiken County.

2.
The sponsoring agency shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or handicapped status in employment or provision of services. 
3.
For any brochures, a statement must be added that states "Funding assistance provided by Aiken County through Accommodations Tax Funds".  Fifty (50) copies of any brochures must be submitted to the Aiken County Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism for distribution.
4.
POST-EVENT REPORT - Once the project is completed, a detailed post-event report must be submitted within SIXTY (60) days after the event date.  

You will not receive reimbursement until AFTER this is done.
A.
Publicity used type(s), cost, space, # of times the ad ran and the success rating.

B.   
Tourist attendance must be recorded. An ON-SITE Survey or license tag check must be completed by a member of your organization during the event.  Tally your results and provide the results in your report. 
C.  
Copies of all invoices and canceled checks which pertain to Aiken County A-Tax Funds received (front and back of checks).

D.   
Total revenue (amount from concession, admission charges, etc.) 

E.       
At least three photographs of the event/project WITH A LETTER OF RELEASE.  These photos are being obtained for use in advertisements and other promotions of Aiken County. 

G. 
Completed Accommodations Tax Detail Form. (SEE NEXT PAGE)
5.
iF YOUR ORGANIZATION HAS A WEBSITE, YOU MUST INCLUDE A LISTING OF ACCOMMODATIONS WITHIN AIKEN COUNTY OR LINK TO THE aIKEN COUNTY PRT ACCOMMODATIONS PAGE AT WWW.AIKENCOUNTYSC.GOV/TOURISM/ACCOM
6.
BRIEFLY PRESENT PROJECT AT DESIGNATED TIME
A representative of the organization must give a 10-minute presentation of the project to the Aiken County Accommodations Tax Advisory Board on Tuesday, June 8, 2010 at the Aiken County Historical Museum, 433 Newberry Street SW, Aiken, SC.  Presentations will take place from 3:30pm to 6:00pm.  You will be informed by June 1, 2010 of your presentation time.  You may have only one other person to assist and/or be present during your presentation.
If Aiken County provides funds, I agree to provide within sixty (60) days of the event/activity completion, a full written account of the income (e.g. SATAX funds, registration fees, other income sources, etc.) and

expenditures associated with the said event/activity, together with an Accommodations Tax Detail Form indicating the value of the expenditure in promoting tourism. An Accommodations Tax Detail Form is included with this application. If Aiken County provides funds, I agree to allow a representative of the County and/or its appointed representative to examine the financial records of my organization insofar as they pertain to this event/activity.

I hereby declare that this organization carries liability insurance in the amount of $____________________

and agree to include Aiken County as a named insured for purposes of this event/activity.

This organization assumes full legal responsibility for any suit or action at law or equity, and any or all

claims arising from this project/activity, and do hereby indemnify and hold harmless the County of Aiken
and its Accommodations Tax Committee  from any liability in any action at law or equity associated

with its support for this project/activity.

__________________________________________

Signature

__________________________________________

Title

__________________________________________

Organization

__________________________________________

Date

JUDGING CRITERIA

Each item below is worth up to 10 points unless otherwise noted. 

1.   
TOURISM PROMOTION: 20 points available. This category is based on the extent that the project promotes tourism in the unincorporated areas of Aiken County.  (Rural Aiken County)
2.  
STATE GRANT or FEDERAL GRANTS: You are awarded points for this grant if you are receiving funds from i.e. Heritage Corridor, Tourism Partnership Fund, Arts, Humanities, It includes any and all other sources of funds that are given by a state or federal agency
3.   
LOCAL GRANTS: You are awarded points for this grant if you are receiving funds from other sources, regardless of what city, county or agency grants, etc.  You must attach proof. Proof is your award letter, or a copy of the completed application for that grant.
4.
OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS: The projected number of TOURISTS (traveling 50 miles at least) to utilize lodging in Aiken County as a direct result.  Please use previous years results unless it is a new event, then, give a fair estimate. This should be related to your tracking methods. Contact hotels before and after the event to help verify this.
5.
TRACKING:  Attach a copy of survey results, tag check and/or other means of tracking from prior year. You may come up with your own tracking system. You must reveal what that is.
6.       
PUBLICITY LEVEL: The extent to which the project is publicized on the regional, national and/or international levels.  We must know where and how you are doing this.
7.       
ORGAINZATION: How well is your event organized? 

8.
PRESENTATION:  How well you present your event or project to the committee members. They will ask questions, so please be prepared. Everything that is required for you to know is in this grant application.
9.   
STAYING POWER: What are the plans to keep the event fresh? How will it last year after year. If it is a one time event, what is the impact to visitors? 
THESE EXPENSES CANNOT BE PURCHASED with Grant In Aid Funds:
Administrative expenses of any sort by the sponsor or any agent of the sponsor, including any commissions, fees or any other expenses for administration of the project, salaries, entertainment or honorariums, food and beverage, equipment purchase or rental, items for re-sale, beauty pageants or parades, prizes, trophies, plaques, decorations, trinkets, hats, shirts, banners, flags or floats, bumper stickers, tabloids, table tents, program booklets, posters, stationary, toll-free numbers or membership solicitation literature, travel expenses, in-house postage and material inventory, inspection tours by writers and travel agents, production and development costs (creative design layout) in excess of 20% for each budget item, donations and in-kind contributions to sponsors.
ACCOMMODATIONS TAX DETAIL FORM -----Complete AFTER Event
	
	
	2010
	
	2011

	Total budget of event/project
	
	$
	
	$

	Amount Funded by Accommodations Tax
	
	$
	
	$

	Amount funded by A-Tax from all sources 

(city & county, other)
	
	$
	
	$

	Total Attendance
	
	
	
	

	Total tourists
	
	
	
	


THIS IS PART OF YOUR POST EVENT REPORT…….you must turn it in WITH YOUR REPORT.
PROJECT/EVENT DESCRIPTION:

METHOD:  How did you and/or committee determine the number of tourist and attendance?  In other words, what method of tracking did you do? (License plates, surveys, etc.)

PART A:				ORGANIZATION INFORMATION





PART B:				MARKETING PLAN





PART C				 MARKETING BUDGET
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