MINUTES

COUNCIL ADMINISTRATOR FORM OF GOVERNMENT FOR AIKEN COUNTY

Council Chambers 736 Richland Avenue, Aiken, S. C.

February 6, 2001

7:00 p.m., Meeting 2001 – 2

(A) CALL TO ORDER


Determining that a quorum was present Chairman Young called the meeting to order.


Council Members present:
Chairman Young




Kathy Rawls




Susan W. Giddings




LaWana McKenzie




Chuck Smith




Phil Napier




Joel Randall




Rick Osbon




Willar H. Hightower, Jr.


Also present:
Robert Bell, Attorney




Joan Wilson, Interim Administrator




Susan R. Pate, Clerk to Council


(B) INVOCATION


Councilman Hightower led in the invocation.

(C) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


Councilman Osbon led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

(D)
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


1.
January 16, 2001  Worksession

2. January 16, 2001  Regular Meeting

Councilwoman McKenzie moved for the adoption. Councilwoman Giddings seconded.

Passed by unanimous vote.

(E)
APPROVAL OF AGENDA


Councilman Osbon moved to amend the agenda to add Consent #10a to award a contract for the grading at Langley Pond to Beam’s Pavement and change the order of the agenda to add New Business  (J) #1 to establish a county auxiliary fire team and to authorize the hiring of four employees and shift the remaining letters of the agenda down one. Councilwoman McKenzie seconded.  Passed by unanimous vote.

 (F)
AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

1. Presentation by Mr. James Headley of the South Carolina Recreation and Parks Association to the Parks, Recreation and Tourism Department.

Mr. Headley awarded the South Carolina Recreation and Parks Association Innovative Program Award for Class 4 to Aiken County Parks, Recreation and Tourism Department for their Pepsi Sports Camp.

Councilwoman Giddings expressed her appreciation to Mr. Sanders for his outstanding work performance.

2. Presentation by the Aiken County Legislative Delegation.



Representative Smith and Senator Moore presented a check of $215,000 to Parks, Recreation and Tourism for Langley Pond development.


Councilman Hightower stated that Mr. Roberts, a speaker at the January 16 Council meeting, was not given his full 5 minutes to make his presentation.  After reviewing the tape, he found that Mr. Roberts was given only 4 minutes and 12 seconds and the next speaker was given 6 minutes and 17 seconds.  He expressed that all citizens making presentations should be treated with courtesy and fairness and should be given the allotted 5 minute time limit weather they are speaking on a subject that we like or a subject that we dislike.  If the speaker has reached his time limit, and a council member wishes to hear more on the subject, then, according to procedure, it should be voted on.  He requested that this policy be put in place.

(G)
PUBLIC HEARINGS

1. Proposed Ordinance to Authorize the Reduction in Animal Adoption Fees. 

No comments.

(H)
OLD BUSINESS

1.
Proposed Ordinance to Approve a Proposed Amendment to the Aiken County Official Zoning and Development District Atlas to Rezone 45 Tax Parcels Located on Duncan Road (S-2-67), Bandy Drive (S-2-137) and US 1 in Council District 3 from RUD to RC.



(McKenzie) (Third Reading) 

a. Councilwoman McKenzie moved for the adoption.  Councilman Randall seconded.

b. Passed by unanimous vote.


2.
Proposed Ordinance to Amend the Aiken County Code of Ordinances to Allow for Purchases Utilizing a Purchasing Card.



(Administrative Committee) (Third Reading) 

a. Councilwoman Giddings moved for the adoption.  Councilwoman McKenzie seconded.

b. Passed by unanimous vote.

3.
Proposed Ordinance to Amend the Aiken County Code of Ordinances Relating to the Selection of Short-Term Professional Services.



(Development Committee) (Third Reading)

a. Councilwoman Rawls moved for the adoption.  Councilwoman McKenzie seconded.

b. Passed by unanimous vote.

 (I)
CONSENT AGENDA/INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING


I.
REGULAR CONSENT AGENDA

1. Proposed Resolution to Appoint One Member to Designated Boards, Commission and Committees with Terms of the Appointees to Run Concurrent with that of the Councilmember from District At-Large.


(Young) 

2.
Proposed Resolution to Appoint One Member to Designated Boards, Commission and Committees with Terms of the Appointees to Run Concurrent with that of the Councilmember from District 3.


(McKenzie) 

3.
Proposed Resolution to Appoint One Member to Designated Boards, Commission and Committees with Terms of the Appointees to Run Concurrent with that of the Councilmember from District 4.


(Smith) 

4.
Proposed Resolution to Appoint One Member to Designated Boards, Commission and Committees with Terms of the Appointees to Run Concurrent with that of the Councilmember from District 7.


(Osbon)

5.
Proposed Resolution to Approve the Allocation of Funds for Various Non-Profit Agencies from the FY 2001 Council Contingency Fund.


(County Council)

6.
Proposed Resolution to Authorize the County Treasurer to Accept from the Department of Energy a Payment in Lieu of Taxes for 2000.


(County Council)

7.
Proposed Resolution to Authorize the Interim County Administrator to Negotiate and Execute a Contract for Professional Services to Assist in the Production of a Video to Accompany Aiken County’s State Infrastructure Bank Application.


(County Council)

8.
Proposed Resolution to Request that the South Carolina Transportation Infrastructure Bank Approve Aiken County’s Request for Funding to Support the Countywide Transportation Capital Projects Program.


(County Council)

9.
Proposed Resolution to Congratulate Mr. Conrad “Connie” Hartzog for Being Named the North Augusta Chamber of Commerce’s Citizen of the Year – 2000.


(County Council)

10.
Proposed Ordinance to Authorize the Reduction in Animal Adoption Fees.


(Giddings) (Second Reading)

10a.
Proposed Resolution to Award a Contract for the Grading at Langley Pond to Beam’s Pavement.


(County Council)


II.
CONSENT AGENDA/INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING

11.
Proposed Ordinance Authorizing the Chairman of County Council to Execute A Quit Claim Deed to Real Estate Conveying Certain Real Estate on U. S. Highway #1 to Emerson Electric Co. Upon Emerson Electric Co. Having Satisfied or Made Provision for the Satisfaction of all Liens and Encumbrances on Said Real Estate Relative to Industrial Bonds Issued in 1973 and Lease Agreement Incidental Thereto.


(County Council)

a. Councilman Napier moved for the adoption.  Councilman Hightower seconded.

b. Passed by unanimous vote.

(J) NEW BUSINESS 

1. To Establish a County Auxiliary Fire Team and to Authorize the Hiring of Four Employees.

(County Council)

a. Councilwoman McKenzie moved for the adoption.  Councilman Smith seconded.

b. Passed by a vote of 5 – 3, with Councilwoman Rawls, Councilwoman Giddings, and Councilman Hightower opposed, and Councilman Napier abstained.

Discussion: Councilwoman Rawls - …I don’t think that this resolution should have been walked on to Council tonight without us receiving it in our regular agenda packages.  Normally if items are walked on they are non-controversial.  Secondly since the GVW has requested to meet with us and discuss things, I think we should give them the courtesy of meeting with them before we precede with something like this which needs their cooperation in order for it to work.

Councilwoman Giddings - …I uphold Ms. Rawls sentiments.  I am very concerned when someone goes through the trouble to write me a letter and request that I talk with them about such a serious matter as this. They did it in ample time. To my knowledge they haven’t received a response yet.  I would like it to be part of public record that I am in favor of speaking with them and hearing anything they have to say, have wanted to for some time.  Frankly I don’t feel like they have had a lot of say in this.  I have also said many times, and been criticized for it, that I welcome hearing from anybody, anytime, about anything, in front of anyone.  When things are done openly and consistently we avoid problems.  This is the reason we have a lot of the problems we have.  Things are not done consistently, they are not done openly, and we have to pick up the pieces.  So, I would like to hear from GVW.  I cannot imagine taking action on something when they have asked us to talk with us, and we have not given them that courtesy.

Councilman Hightower - …I would like to voice rejection to this resolution and of course I will vote against it for three reasons.  First of all, it was a walk on.  It is an a item whereas out of five items therefore be it resolved.  And it talks about a contractual kind of arrangement; it talks about rearranging the county organization and creating an auxiliary fire department.  Which is just not the kind of thing you walk on within an hour of the meeting and say look at this and come on and vote.  I just think that’s unfair to me and unfair to the citizens.  Also, Graniteville Volunteer Fire Department has requested that they meet with us on the twentieth and I think we should wait to hear what they have to say because in my own opinion that this resolution, should it pass, it will be tested in court. I feel like GVW will win in court and we will be right back where we are now except that we will be deeper in the hole.  We’re already $1.5 million in the hole, but we’ll be even deeper than that if we pass this resolution.

Councilwoman Rawls - …I also feel that this is a violation of the fire districts if not just legally and least in principal it is and I do not think we should violate the fire districts territory.

Councilwoman McKenzie - …The history if this thing is so long that I don’t want to take up all the time of going back and having a great deal of time.  We had discussion on this in worksession.  GVW has requested a meeting with Council on the twentieth.  This resolution did not appear because of that request.  This is a very similar resolution to the original proposal that this Council discussed many times.  I can’t remember the dates back when it was discussed, but it was discussed.  It is a very     resolution, controversial, probably so, I won’t deny that, but we have sat here I believe for the last three meetings and I have listened to the fact that we needed to do something.  I agree with that, I think we do need to do something.  As far as violating GVW, I disagree with that.  I think that this proposal would aid every fire department in Aiken County, and I would like to explain what the proposal is due to some of the comments.  The proposal is basically that we have a commitment to Bridgestone/Firestone, that we provide a ladder truck to their facility and fire services.  Now the County has been bask and forth with GVW, and I’m not saying who’s right, I’m not saying who’s wrong, I have my own opinion, but so does everyone else up here and so does GVW.  We have not been successful in those negotiations.  We need to move forward with it.  I’m requesting that we create an auxiliary fire team.  That fire team would be staffed by four trained fire employees.  The auxiliary fire team would assist all volunteer fire departments with such things as training, maintaining and operating the fire equipment at Sage Mill, and responding to any area in the County if requested by the fire department.  The auxiliary fire team will report to the Emergency Services Department.  That is a difference from the original proposal.  There were four positions that were approved in the 1999-2000 operating budget.  This proposal is saying that they would be paid from the payment in lieu of taxes that come from the Bridgestone/Firestone agreement.  I see this as a win-win situation.  All of our fire stations have said they need help.  With four employees, which we have to have under the agreement with Bridgestone/Firestone, they can be trained in numerous ways to help our volunteer fire departments.  Ways that I have not thought of because I am not all knowing by any means, and I feel they can be of service to these other fire departments because I’m hopeful that they would not be needed to fight fires on a daily basis at Bridgestone/Firestone or anywhere else, and during that time, they would be able to aid other fire departments.  I think that putting everyone’s heads together, they could come up with a lot of ways they could help.  I don’t see this as hurting GVW, and that is not my intent, despite some things that have been said.  I feel that GVW is a winner because Sage Mill is in their fire district.  They set their fire fees, and they charge their industries what their board agrees to and this Council in turn approves.  Right now we have a fire truck at Sage Mill Station, and it’s in need of some attention.  I totally agree with that.  We do need to be taking care of our equipment, and we need additional equipment.  Those are things that the County staff could do, and do on a regular basis.  These firemen would be there at the choice of the fire chiefs.  If the fire chiefs choose to use the firemen, they’re there to assist their fire department.  If they chose not to, then that’s the choice.  That’s always the choice of the fire chief in their fire district.  Now as far as violating the fire district, I don’t agree with that.  The reason I don’t agree with it is because, if you have an auxiliary fire department, you have to put them somewhere.  You put them anywhere in Aiken County, you’re going to put them in someone’s fire district.  I have already been asked by at least two fire departments, you’re building a fire department for GVW, are you going to build us one?  The question is very valid by those fire department because of where they’re located, their responsibilities, thing that they would have to do.  I see this as a win-win situation.  We did not have a ladder truck in the County of Aiken, this puts one here for any fire department to use.  This is in no way trying to hurt anyone.  But I do think we’ve got to move forward.  As far as the letter from GVW, this has been being worked on trying to come up with some resolution to it, to make a proposal, and I don’t think it hurt anyone.  I did not get Mr. Friday’s letter until Sunday night, I did not read it until Sunday night.  Now I should have gotten it earlier, because he sent it earlier, but most of you know that I’ve had a death in my family, and there was sickness prior to that, and I have not been to the Council building.  So it was not in response to that.  I think that it is a good resolution.  I think it is a way to aid all of our fire departments and I think that it can work if we are all willing to put our heads together and make it work.

Councilwoman Giddings - … I would like to respond to Ms. McKenzie just to clarify that I was not suggesting that your resolution came after the fact or in response to that letter.  My Concern was that if we acted on something tonight, depending on which way the vote went, there would be no necessity for meeting with them at the time that they have asked.  I also disagree a general statement being made that we have sat here and kind of let this happen.  We have all learned very well, and very hard, that we cannot go out on our own as Councilmembers and negotiate things.  Certain people have been involved in those negations. I have not.  I welcome sitting down with them, and my question is I have no will comments whatsoever about Ms. McKenzie’s resolution, I want to know what is the harm in meeting with an interested body to discuss this very thing.  Why would this be done with their exclusion?  The fact that they asked to talk to us, what harm can that be, that’s a week.  I am not in anyway criticizing Ms. McKenzie’s resolution.  I agree also, we have equipment we need to be dealing with.  We need to move on.  I have wanted to move on.  I have responded to citizens, firefighters, that I want to move on, but we had to do this as a body.  There have a number of things.  There have been elections, and other things.  It hasn’t been any one thing with any one person.  I just think we would be very remiss to take action on something when someone has made it know that they wish to discuss it us.  What is the harm in discussing it first?  In one week.

Councilman Hightower - …One thing I would like to say, if this is such a good thing for GVW, GVW should have reviewed this resolution before it was brought to us.

Councilwoman Rawls - …We as County Council have never promised Bridgestone any of this.  The original inducement agreement that County Council passed in 1997 had a part A and a part B.  There was absolutely no back up for this at all.  When we voted on it, we never saw this list of equipment, and even today there is still not an official executed resolution in the resolution book for Aiken County for 1997.

Councilman Napier - … I’ve seen it done in the past, and I want to ask.  I’ve seen a councilman step out of his seat as Council and go to the podium and speak as a taxpayer.  Is that legal?  Is that unethical?  

Mr. Bell - … Well, it is not unethical for a Councilmember if he wishes to address an issue before the body to do just that, if fact, it’s proper.  I think you have other considerations that you need to consider if you are suggesting you might do that, but it’s proper.  If a member of Council wants to address the body as a legal citizen and taxpayer rather than discuss it as a member of Council, then that is proper.  It does not relieve him of his position however as being a member of the body.  I don’t know what the ______________  request is.  I know that you have in the past said that you as an official of the GVW fire department refrained from discussing those issues before the body.  If you step down and address it as a taxpayer that it is not going to releive you as being as part of this body as far as aspect for considerations is concerned.  It is proper that a general generic statement, if a member of council wants to address the body as an individual and a taxpayer, rather than as a member of the body, then he can excuse himself from his chair and go down and address.  There two different issue involved.

Councilman Napier - … I would like to step down and address the body as a taxpayer and as a fire fee payer in the GVW fire district.  I would also like to step aside and in no way do I intend to speak for GVW fire department as a fire chief.  

Mr. Bell - … The issue Mr. Napier is going to be whether it would be in violation of the State Ethics Act for you to discuss issues involving the GVW fire department.  If it is unethical, the mere fact that you are addressing the body as an individual taxpayer does not excuse you of being in violation of that Act.  So basically, if you are prohibited by that act from participating in discussions or voting upon issues involving GVW, your would be just as much in violation of the act if you came down and spoke from this as opposed from the seat that you are now in.

VOICE MOTION


The undersigned chief elected official of Aiken County herein referred to as municipality 
pursuant to section 147F of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as amended hereby approved the entering into by GVW volunteer fire department of an agreement and an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $215,000 to finance equipment consisting of a pumper mounted on an HME 1871 chassis which will be located at the firehouse of the GVW volunteer fire department.  This approval is given following a public hearing held at the GVW volunteer fire department headquarters located at 200 Main Street, Graniteville, South Carolina on February 22, 2001 and is solely for the purpose of satisfying the requirements of section 147F of the Code.  This approval does not in any way constitute any financial involvements or obligations of the municipality.  Furthermore, this document acknowledges that for consideration, the receipt, and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, the GVW fire department has provided fire fighting and other services for the municipality for many years.  And GVW fire department hereby agrees to meet the requirement to continue to provide fire fighting and other services to the municipality.

a. Councilwoman McKenzie moved for the adoption.  Councilwoman Rawls seconded.

b. Passed by a vote of 6-0, with Councilwoman Giddings and Councilman Napier abstained.

DISCUSSION

Councilwoman Giddings - … As I have stated before, it is not the project, it is the process that I object to.

(K) ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND THE PUBLIC RECORD


1.
Fiscal Year 2001 Aiken County Contingency Report as of January 18, 2001.

(L) INFORMAL MEETING OF WHOLE

Chairman Young asked if there was anyone who wanted to address council.

Mr. Wayne Roberts - … Once again, my name is Wayne Roberts.  I reside at 108 Foxhunt Drive, North Augusta, South Carolina.  First of all, Mr. Hightower, I would like to say thank you and I appreciate your comments, and what you had to say.  Secondly, the proposal you all passed tonight, I’m concerned about the actions of this council because the proposal was pushed through in a rather hasty manner.  It’s not that I object to the proposal, because you know I am definitely a proponent of getting that station in operation.  My objection is, and I will be speaking right now as a member of GVW fire department, I think this push through proposal shows a total lack of disrespect and disregard for GVW fire department.  I feel like this thing could have been published or either given a copy to the board of directors of GVW fire department, since they have negotiated in good faith with this council.  Ms. McKenzie stated that she didn’t want to blame anybody, but I can tell you that our board of directors has acted in good faith and made every attempt to satisfy this council, even conceding to financial concessions.  I don’t know what more our board of directors could have done to satisfy this County.  Now, I don’t know what’s in your proposal, I hope that it as available for public reading and it will be available tonight, but I want to know if this County Council expects financial concessions from GVW, since it will have to support that fire station.  And when I say support, four people cannot do anything on a fire when you’re speaking of four people but you’re talking about one per shift.  So, you’re not going to get a long way with one person per shift.  He or she can drive one truck and that’s all that they can accomplish.  I know you’re not familiar with fire fighting and don’t have that experience.  I can tell you from an incident to date that we had.  We had thirteen people on a house fire.  It was around 8:00am, and I can tell you it is difficult for any fire department in this County to muster up thirteen fire fighters who can get out at that time in the morning.  We have volunteers that have been able to do that, and I can tell you this County, if you have an incident at Bridgestone, or any of the Sage Mill area plants, you will be relying heavily on the volunteers, and I think what was done here tonight shows extreme contempt and disrespect and discontent for those department. Thank you.

Shannon Stergill - … My name is Shannon Stergill, residing in south Aiken.  I have written up a little something that I would like to read to the Council, and I would be more than happy to hear comments.  Mr. Chairman, Councilmembers, and Fellow Citizens, My name is Shannon Stergill, and I come before you as the concerned citizen that gathered information on the over purchasing of the Holiday hams, turkeys, and fruit baskets while being employed by Aiken County EMS and trying to gather information on our pay scales, I discovered on my own that each year, starting in 1997, that Aiken County Council is ordering an excess amount of turkeys, hams, and fruit baskets.  After searching for an explanation of these over purchases, it seem that no one was able to explain the following:  In 1997, 900 total items, hams, turkeys, and fruit baskets were purchased for a total of less than 800 Aiken County employees.  In 1998, 950 items were ordered on the original purchase agreement, and later, an additional 28 items were purchased for employees who were unable to pick up their gift on the day they were passed out.  Therefore, 978 items were ordered for 778 employees.  In 1999, 858 items were purchased on the original purchase agreement, and then, an additional 26 items were purchased for employees who were unable to pick up their gifts on the scheduled day.  Therefore, 884 total items were purchased for 793 employees.  With this over purchasing for the years 1997 through 1999 means, is that Aiken County Council spent $7,416 over what should have been spent if one items had been purchased for each Aiken County employee.  Recently, at the November County Council Meeting, Ms. Chris Ceasar stood before the Council and the citizens of Aiken County to say that she simply made up a number for items to be purchased.  At that time, Councilwoman Rawls asked for a list of employees’ existing from perhaps personnel or payroll.  Ms. Ceasar and LaWana McKenzie both responded such a list did not exist nor could it be made.  However, at that very moment, and as I do now, I had in my possession a list of Aiken County Employees for the years 1998 and 1999.  From being an EMS employee, I also know that in addition to the Holiday hams, turkeys, or fruit baskets, that all employees receive a bonus check.  If there is no list of employees, how did you determine how many bonus checks to write and to whom they went to?  Mr. Young, as previously stated in defense of himself, Ms. McKenzie, and Mr. Randall that excess each year was given to “needy families”.  Mr. Hightower at that November meeting, then stated that he had not been included in the practice nor had the council ever voted an the issue, and only recently, by reading the Aiken Standard, learned of this practice.  I asked the Council permission to speak about this issue and was denied that chance by Mr. Young who quickly ended the public forum part of the November meeting without a vote from the rest of Council.  A SLED investigation soon followed and no needy person who received a gift, a ham, turkey, or fruit basket could be located.  In a letter to the editor recently, Larry Curtis wrote that he knew of numerous people including clergy, a Councilman who was not on Council at the time of receiving his gift, friends and family members have received a ham, turkey, or fruit basket.  Now after the SLED investigation had ended, and our Council has been found not guilty of vote buying, the question of misappropriation of funds is still unanswered.  Therefore, I believe that it is time for you, the Councilpeople involved, to the answer the questions of the taxpaying citizens of Aiken County, as to why you gave away their hard earned money.  How do you, Mr. Young, decide which other Councilmembers would be involved?  How did you determine who the needy were?  What criteria did you use when choosing these people?  Did you give to the same people each year, or did you reevaluate your system and choose new needy people?  Where are the documents showing that these needy people truly received these gifts?  Why didn’t you go through the local charities if you had an excess to dispense?  Then there at would have been a record of these acts of charity.  Do you think that the County Council as a whole would have benefited from being seen as charitable by giving extra hams, turkey, and fruit baskets to the needy as a whole?  Instead, you chose to do so in the cover of night, with a few slick member of Council steal away the taxpayer’s money to give away to some unknown like a twisted version of Robin Hood.  Apparently your motto is taking from the honest taxpayer and give away to whomever you see fit.  I ask the Council these questions.  I hope the citizens of Aiken County will take notice and ask questions of their own.  I demand that the Council have a Special Meeting open to the public, in which, citizens can ask questions concerning this issue.  Thank you very much for your time, I look forward to your response, and I’m sure the taxpayers of Aiken County do to.

As a side note, the Councilperson, who is a Councilperson now, who was not affiliated with Aiken County and was on payroll, because the ordinance reads that only part-time and full-time employees on payroll would receive these gifts and bonus checks, was Mr. Napier.  Mr. Napier, did you receive a ham, turkey, or fruit basket prior to being affiliated with Aiken County?

Councilman Randall - … I can answer that for you.  And he did. I gave him a ham.  But let me tell you something, I work for Avondale Mills, my wife works for Avondale Mills, and I also get a County ham.  I had three hams.  Mr. Napier was my appointee to the Aiken county Planning Commission and I did give Phil Napier a ham.  But that was my choice, it was my ham.

Councilman Napier - … What was Preacher Phillips on at that time, when he got one?

Councilman Randall - … They went to the church.

Shannon Stergill - … Exactly.  You decided who you wanted to give excess to.  You got one according to the County Ordinance, each employee on payroll.

Chairman Young - … Hold on just a second.  Mr. Bell, I think this issue has been settled by SLED and by the Ethics Commission?

Shannon Stergill - … Only the issue of the vote buying, not the misappropriation of funds.

Chairman Young - … Hold it Mr. Stergill!  Hold it

Mr. Bell - … Chairman, I can’t tell the gentleman that he cannot continue to talk about the issue in the matter of free speech, I think.  So, I think that he has made his statement.  I really think it is improper for back and forth between Council, but I don’t think it is improper for him to read a statement to Council.

Wayne Roberts - … I want to make a formal order, this happened to me.  You get a Councilperson who challenges you when you try to make a statement as a citizen.  You get a Councilperson to challenge you and you’re not allowed to respond to those challenges.  I think once you are challenged, it’s opened up.  You should be able to respond in full force, as long as it takes.  But, Mr. Randall has chosen, not only once, twice, but I know of at three times the challenged citizen             make a statement in this Council building.  And, he opens himself up for criticism and everything else that comes with it once he starts challenging              citizens when they address this Council.

Chairman Young - … Are you through with your statement?

Shannon Stergill - …  About that. How is that true?  He did challenge me.  Should I be allowed to respond?

Mr. Bell - … Not within the discretion of the Chair.  I can tell you what I would do, if I were carrying the meeting.  But, I’m not going to tell you what the Chairman should do.

Shannon Stergill - … As a note to this, I do want to make it aware that he did receive more than one ham.  And according to County Ordinance, which I do have here, a sidebar to this, the County Ordinance does read that each individual on payroll, whether part-time, or full-time gets a bonus check, and of course, their time served, and one ham, turkey, or fruit basket.

Chairman Napier - … Can I make a motion?  Mr. Bell, is it legal for me to make a motion?  This thing has got to be put to rest, once and for all.  

Mr. Bell - … Well, as soon as I know what the motion is…

Chairman Napier - … My motion would be that Aiken County Council request a full copy of SLED reports to find out how many hams were bought, how many were distributed, and make public, a list of the poor, needy people that got one.

Councilman Osbon - … I would object to that.

Mr. Bell - … I think the proper thing for you to do, if you wanted to, is to have a resolution presented at the next meeting of County Council and let Council make a decision.

Councilman Napier - …Ms. Wilson, I would like for you to help me make up that resolution please.

Mark Nelson - … My name is Mark Nelson, I am not a member of the GVW fire department, or I never have been.  I am speaking as a concerned citizen.  I have followed issues of the fire department for a long time. I am also an employee of the Industry that is been discussed, and I think the County needs to look at the situation that they are in right now.  Not only from what’s right or wrong, but may be legally liability stand point.  I have twenty-five years in the fire service in fifteen in industry.  But they to look at it from the OSHA and the FDA guidelines on what’s allowed under emergency response conditions.  One person on a shift, will not be allowed to go any farther than the door of his truck.  So, if he responded to an alarm at my facility, he is not going to do me any good, because he cannot go any farther under state and federal laws.  I’ve sat on several committees under NFDA and if Beech Island’s in court, and basically is a liability.  And the saying is about liability is that the boss and the one in charge if something happens is the one that’s going to go to jail.  So, I think it needs to be looked at.  I’ve been in training service, and Ms. McKenzie is well aware if my abilities and what I’ve done in my response to Aiken County from Savannah River Site over the years.  That, it take a lot of money, that unless the County’s willing to commit for training, and the hundred of thousands of dollars.  I don’t think we can do that.  Not when I see Sheriff cars riding around and eating money.  And I see other areas.  But, I think you need to look at this, because a four man crew, one per shift, is not going to take care of the problem, it is going to create problems.  So, it needs to be looked at, that’s all I have.

Councilwoman McKenzie moved to adjourn into Executive Session.  Councilman Randall seconded.

Council moved into Executive Session at 8:00 PM. 

(M)
EXECUTIVE SESSION

1. Legal Matters:

a.
Status Report on Pending Litigation, Legal Claims and Legal Advice.




(County Attorney) (Verbal)

2. Contractual Matters:

3. Personnel Matters:

a. Employee Request

Vice-Chairman Osbon called the Councilmembers back into session from Executive Session at 9:05PM.  After determining that all Councilmembers were present, Vice-Chairman Osbon called the meeting to order.

Councilman Young - … Mr. Chairman, I’d like to make a motion.  I’d like to propose a motion tonight, that the personnel issue concerning the County Council Clerk, that tonight she be terminated immediately, tonight.  And, I think that is all of my motion.

Vice-Chairman Osbon - … I have a motion on the floor.  Second?

Councilman Smith - … I’ll second you.

Vice-Chairman Osbon - … We have a second.  Discussion?

Chairman Napier - … I’d like to discuss this issue.  I feel like it was premeditated.  I think that by presence of the Deputy Sheriff’s, there was evidently some plan in place, or I heard it yesterday from the County Office Complex.  The rumor was going around.  Subject to that, I think it was premeditated, and I think Aiken County has opened itself up for a suit and I will personally testify on the ladies behalf.  She has been wrongfully terminated, if the vote carries.  And I also will testify that Mr. Young told me several months ago that he had documentation that she was in trouble because she worked against him in his election.  That’s premeditated.

Councilman Hightower - … I would just like to say, I would like to go on record as well, that I am not in favor of this firing.  The Chairman in Executive Session discussed this issue.  He did not present one piece of evidence that there was anything that she had done that was improper.  He stated that it was improper, but he did not say that was one thing that she had done.  Could not get.  And he responded that he didn’t have to say any specifics, and he did not say any specifics.  I thought that was a low blow to County Councilperson.  I thought that it was high handed on his part.  I am one thousand percent against that attitude. I am one thousand percent against this firing.

Councilwoman Rawls - …I am just appalled.  I can’t believe this has happened.

Councilman Napier - … Ms. Rawls, it was premeditated.  I mean things are decided before we get to a meeting, and that’s wrong. 

Vice-Chairman - … Council?  None.  Public questions?  All in favor of the motion as it stands, raise your right hand.  Let the record show that Mr. Young, Ms. McKenzie, Mr. Smith, Mr. Randall, and Mr. Osbon vote for.  All those opposed.  Let the record reflect that Ms.Rawls, Ms. Giddings, Mr. Napier, and Mr. Hightower opposed.  The motion carries.  And with that…

(N)
ADJOURNMENT

Vice-Chairman Osbon - … We have a motion to adjourn.

Councilman Hightower - … Double.

Vice-Chairman Osbon - … Second.  All in favor stand up.  

Council adjourned at 9:10PM

Respectfully Submitted:



______________________________




Barbara Strait, Acting Council Clerk

SIGNED:

____________________________

Ronnie Young, Chairman
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